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American Defenders of Bataan and Corregidor Memorial Society
3156 Myers Lane - Makanda, Illinois 62958

February 25, 2021

H.E. Mr. Tian Xuejun

Chairperson of the 44th Session

World Heritage Committee

Director of the Chinese National Commission for UNESCO

Ministry of Education of the People’s Republic of China
37 Damucang Hutong, Xicheng District
Beijing 100816, CHINA

Dear Mr. Tian:

I am writing in regard to the Government of Japan’s failure to live up to its 2015 pledge to provide “an
interpretive strategy” to show the “full history” of the Sites of Japan’s Meiji Industrial Revolution: Iron
and Steel, Shipbuilding and Coal Mining.

Tokyo had pledged to take measures “to enable the understanding that a large number of Koreans and
others were mobilized against their will and forced to work.” [Emphasis added.]

As president of the American Defenders of Bataan and Corregidor Memorial Society (ADBC-MS),
which represents the American prisoners of war (POWSs) of Japan, their families, descendants, and
researchers, I speak for the American “others” who labored at these sites and helped maintain Japan’s
industrial production during World War II.

It does not appear that American and Allied POW laborers were included in the histories presented
either directly at the industrial heritage sites or at the newly opened Industrial Heritage Information
Center in Tokyo. Nor were we asked how we can.

I am deeply disappointed in Japan’s lack of respect for American veterans and the refusal to tell the full
history of wartime labor at these industrial sites. Although Japan’s November 30, 2020 report to the
World Heritage Centre states that interested parties were consulted, the ADBC-MS was not. My
organization represents the interests of the American POWs of Japan internationally and coordinates
with the State Department to organize the POW visitation delegations to Japan.

In fact, during the last two POW Friendship visits to Japan, 2018 and 2019, we specifically requested
and were denied a meeting with Ms. Koko KATO then the Special Advisor to the Cabinet on Sites of
Japan’s Meiji Industrial Revolution. Ms. Kato is the originator of Japan’s Meiji industrial heritage
UNESCO application and has access to the highest levels of the Japanese government. She is close to
former Prime Minister Shinzo ABE and her brother-in-law, Katsunobu KATO [formerly
MUROZAKI], was in his cabinet and is now Chief Cabinet Secretary in the current cabinet.
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POW Slave Labor

Japan’s UNESCO Industrial Heritage Sites are contained within eight industrial “areas.” Five of them
(Hagi, Kamaishi, Miike, Nagasaki, and Yawata) held 26 POW camps to provide slave labor to Japan’s
industrial giants: Mitsui, Mitsubishi, Sumitomo, Aso Group, Ube Industries, Tokai Carbon, Nippon
Coke & Engineering, Nippon Steel Corporation, Furukawa Company Group, and Denka.

The industrial heritage properties at which POW slave laborers directly toiled are the Miike Coal Mine,
Yawata Steel Works, Nagasaki Shipyard, and Hashino Iron Mining and Smelting. The November 2020
report, however, only mentions the presence of POWs once. This was as part of the Miike Mine’s
“social theme” explanations.

Japan’s repeated references to “requisitioned labor” during World War II whitewash both the legal and
social realities of labor in this era. The “full history” is that most wartime labor had no choice: workers
were forced, conscripted, or enslaved.

More than 13,000 POW slave laborers worked at or near Japan’s UNESCO properties. Among the
POWs there were: 4,385 Dutch, 3357 British (many Irish, Indian, Malay, and Chinese nationals are
listed on these rosters), 3,023 Americans, 1,207 Australians, 358 Canadians, 133 Indians, 5 New
Zealanders, 22 Chinese, 9 Portguese, 6 Norwegians, 2 Czechs, 2 South Africans, 2 Arabians, and 2
Malays.

In addition, critical to the operation of the industrial sites at Nagasaki and Yawata were the nearby
ports of Moji and Nagasaki. Both were the entry points for nearly 35,000 Allied POWs, of which
approximately 11,000 were American. Over 7,000 American and Allied POWs perished en route to
Japan aboard the aptly called hellships, and 3,500 more perished in Japan, 25 percent within the first 30
days of arrival.

Toward the end of the War, the Kamaishi industrial area was the first to be bombed by the U.S. Navy
once they were able to approach the coastline in July 1945. American and British POWs were killed in
the bombardment. This site has particular significance in POW history.

Industrial Heritage Information Center in Tokyo

From Japanese friends who have visited the new Tokyo information center and Japanese
documentation I have read, it does not appear that POWSs are mentioned. I understand that the Center
consists of three, dark rooms located in an annex of the National Statistics Center on the grounds of the
Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications. It is far from Tokyo’s tourist attractions. The
exhibits and resource center are only available through appointment.

There is a “reading corner and a reference counter as well as bookshelves and various digital
equipment” for visitors to access “information on industrial labor at work sites during World War I1.”
There do not appear to be books or resources on POWs in Japanese or English. There are many
memoirs of surviving the brutality and starvation at POW camps
associated with the UNESCO World Heritage properties. A number have
been translated in Japanese suchas /Y& —> @E\WEHDH DX &2 (HFEIZEI N
7 h > - §k4r) [https:/tinyurl.com/e6bxcbysr] and [H7 X ) hIchfiE & DFIfFE: & HJ UV & D2DH
K#E s [https:/tinyurl.com/du9m3bx2]




Involving the Stakeholders

Essential to achieving UNESCO’s goal of “Outstanding Universal Value” for Japan’s industrial sites is
that all the stakeholders and associated communities are included in developing the interpretive
strategy. The third principle Japan adopted to inform its implementation strategy

is that “Interpretation should also take into account all groups that have contributed to the historical and
cultural significance of the site.”

The Japanese said that all those who were part of their history should be involved “in the development
and implementation of interpretive programmes, promoting public understanding of, and participation
in, ongoing conservation efforts.” In the case of the American and Allied POWs of Japan, this has
simply not happened.

Sadly, this oversight was not picked up by Japan’s evaluators. I was surprised to learn that Japan’s paid
consultants who evaluated the sites were also instrumental in working with UNESCO for their
approval. It is regrettable that Ms. Sarah Jane Brazil from Australia and Mr. Barry Gamble from the
United Kingdom did not acknowledge the use of their countrymen as slave laborers in many of the
locations they reviewed.

Outstanding Universal Value

It is documented in both Japanese and American records that nationals from six of the 21 nations
represented on today’s UNESCO World Heritage committee were held as POWs on mainland Japan
and used as slave laborers. These nations are: Saudia Arabia, Egypt, South Africa, Australia, Norway,
and China. There were also thousands of conscripted Koreans and abducted Chinese who were used as
forced laborers, often working alongside the POWs.

The goal of the ADBC-MS is to preserve and to teach the history of the American POWs held captive
by Imperial Japan during World War II. Japan’s use of American and Allied POW slave labor in its
corporate metal and mineral mines, in its steel mills, and on its docks is an essential part of wartime
history, and a significant feature of the history of many of these sites.

It is our hope that Japan can be persuaded to tell the “full history” of their industrial development by
including the accounts of POW slave labor.

We believe this request is reasonable as it enriches the history of each site by conveying the totality of
the story, helping it transcend national boundaries, and highlighting its universality.

After all, the many visitors to the World Heritage sites will start their journey at Fukuoka International
Airport on Kyushu,where they will land on runways originally constructed by British, American, and
Dutch POWs.

Thank you for your time and attention. Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions.
Sincerely yours,

==

Ms. Jan Thompson
President




Daughter of PhM2c¢ Robert E. Thompson USN, Bilibid, Fukuoka 3B, & Mukden, POW# 2011

cc: International
Dr. Mechtild Rossler, Director, World Heritage Centre,

c/o Ms. Laurence Duwyn-Estrade, Assistant to the Director,
Ms. Audrey Azoulay, Director-General of UNESCO,

c/o Ms. Ms. Fanny Kerever, Assistant to the Director-General,
H.E. Mr Per Egil Selvaag, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, Permanent Delegation of the
Kingdom of Norway to UNESCO,
H.E. Mss Megan Anderson, Ambassador, Permanent Delegation of the Commonwealth of Australia,
H.E. Mr Tebogo Seokol, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of South Africa to France, Permanent
Delegation of the Republic of South Africa to UNESCO,
H.E. Mr Alaaeldin Zakaria Youssef, Ambassador Permanent Delegate, Permanent Delegation of the Arab
Republic of Egypt to UNESCO,
HRH Princess Haifa Al Mogrin, Ambassador, Permanent Delegate, Permanent Delegation of the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia to UNESCO,

United States

The Honorable Kurt Campbell, Deputy Assistant to the President and Coordinator for Info-Pacific Affairs,
National Security Council

Mr. Cory Hanna, Japan Desk, National Security Council

Ms. Shanthi Kalathil, Coordinator for Democracy and Human Rights, National Security Council

The Honorable Lisa Peterson, Acting Assistant Secretary, Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor
The Honorable Sung Kim, Acting Assistant Secretary, Bureau of East Asia and the Pacific

The Honorable Robert Menendez, Chair, Committee on Foreign Relations

The Honorable James Risch, Ranking Member, Committee on Foreign Relations

The Honorable Jeff Merkley, Chair, Committee on Foreign Relations, Subcommittee on Multilateral
International Development, Multilateral Institutions, and International Economic, Energy, and Environmental
Policy

The Honorable Todd Young, Ranking Member, Committee on Foreign Relations, Subcommittee on Multilateral
International Development, Multilateral Institutions, and International Economic, Energy, and Environmental
Policy

The Honorable Rep. Gregory Meeks, Chairman of the House Committee on Foreign Affairs

The Honorable Rep. Michael McCaul, Ranking Minority Member of the House Committee on Foreign Affairs
The Honorable Rep. Joaquin Castro, Chairman of the House Committee on Foreign Affairs,

International Development, International Organizations and Global Corporate Social Impact Subcommittee
The Honorable Rep. Nicole Malliotakis, Ranking Minority Member of the House Committee on Foreign Affairs,
International Development, International Organizations and Global Corporate Social Impact Subcommittee
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Dr. Mechtild Réssler, Director, World Heritage Centre,

c/o Ms. Laurence Duwyn-Estrade, Assistant to the Director,
Ms. Audrey Azoulay, Director-General of UNESCO,

c/o Ms. Ms. Fanny Kerever, Assistant to the Director-General,
H.E. Mr Per Egil Selvaag, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, Permanent Delegation of the
Kingdom of Norway to UNESCO,
H.E. Ms Megan Anderson, Ambassador, Permanent Delegation of the Commonwealth of Australia,
H.E. Mr Tebogo Seokol, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of South Africa to France,
Permanent Delegation of the Republic of South Africa to UNESCO,
H.E. Mr Alaaeldin Zakaria Youssef, Ambassador Permanent Delegate, Permanent Delegation of the Arab
Republic of Egypt to UNESCO,
HRH Princess Haifa Al Mogrin, Ambassador, Permanent Delegate, Permanent Delegation of the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia to UNESCO
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