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We support the recommendation made by the UNESCO World Heritage
Committee regarding the Sites of Japan’s Meiji Industrial Revolution.

In the run-up to the 44th Session of the World Heritage Committee, the Committee has
released a draft decision expressing its "strong regret" for Japan's failure to implement the
decisions of the World Heritage Committee (39 COM 8B.14 & 42 COM 7B.10) for its ‘Sites of
Japan's Meiji Industrial Revolution: Iron and Steel, Shipbuilding and Coal Mining’
(hereinafter the Sites of Japan’s Meiji Industrial Revolution).

We, the citizens of Korea and Japan who have worked hard to uncover the truth of forced
labour by Japan on Koreans, Chinese and Allied POWs during World War Il, both support
and welcome the recommendation made by the World Heritage Committee. It is our hope
that the upcoming 44th Session of the World Heritage Committee will also adopt this as a
decision.

During the 39th Session of the World Heritage Committee in 2015, the Committee
recommended that Japan prepare an interpretive strategy that allowed an understanding of
the ‘full history’ of each site, including the fact that a large number of Koreans and others
were brought against their will and forced to work at some of the Sites of Japan’s Meiji
Industrial Revolution (39.COM/8B.14).

In response to this, the Japanese government pledged to the international community
during the same session that it would faithfully implement the recommendation made by
the UNESCO World Heritage Committee (39.COM/INF.19). Despite this pledge, six years
have passed and the Japanese government has still not kept its promise, for which we
express our strong regret.

We have conducted several on-site investigations of the Sites of Japan's Meiji Industrial
Revolution, from which we have confirmed that the Japanese government is not
implementing the recommendations made by the World Heritage Committee.

We have also confirmed that the exhibits at the Industrial Heritage Information Center,
opened to the public in Tokyo in June 2020, not only fail to comply with the
recommendations made by the World Heritage Committee, but also seriously distort the
historical facts of forced labour.



This is an insult to the victims who were forced to work, subjected to unspeakable suffering
at the facilities located at the Sites of Japan’s Meiji Industrial Revolution during World War II.
We are also seriously concerned that this goes against the spirit of UNESCO in building

peace by promoting the intellectual and moral solidarity of global citizens.

We have continued to request that the Japanese government exhibit the history of forced
mobilization and forced labour at the Industrial Heritage Information Center as well as at
each site in accordance with the recommendations made by the World Heritage Committee,
take appropriate measures to remember the victims, and continue dialogue with the
concerned parties.

We express our sincere gratitude to the World Heritage Committee's recommendation
which reflects our common-sensical request expressed in the report made by the UNESCO-
ICOMOS mission on the Industrial Heritage Information Center and the conclusions
presented therein, as well as our appreciation to the Joint Mission Team for its hard work.

We once again express our strong support for the recommendation by the 44th Session of
the World Heritage Committee to the government of Japan, and earnestly hope that this
recommendation will be adopted and faithfully implemented.

We encourage people from all over the world to visit the Sites of Japan's Meiji Industrial
Revolution to remember the history of forced mobilization and forced labour, empathize
with the suffering of the victims, and use this as an opportunity to think about human rights
and how to build peace together. Furthermore, we hope that the Sites of Japan's Meiji
Industrial Revolution will be reborn as a precious heritage site to all of mankind that
embodies the spirit of UNESCO.

14 July 2021

Republic of Korea: The Center for Historical Truth and Justice / Museum of Japanese
Colonial History in Korea / Association for Requesting Compensation for the Pacific War
Victims

Japan: Network for Research on Forced Labour Mobilization / Joint Action for Resolution of
the Forced Labour Issue and Settlement of Past Issues



